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Reverend Gentlemen 


JIVE me leave to addreſs my- 

ſelf to you who are the clergy 

of our pure eſtabliſhed church, and 
who have the care of the ſouls of 
thoſe who are of her communion, as 
all believers are bound to join them- 
ſelves to particular churches, when 
and where they have an opportunity 
ſo to do, ſo all that are admitted into 
the priviledges of a church ſhould be 
conformable to the government there- 
of; and © The viſible church of 
*« Chriſt is a congregation of faithful 
Mel! 
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men, in the which the pure Word 
© of God is preached, and the Sacra- 
ments be duly miniſtred according 
© to Chrilt's ordinance, in all thoſe 
** things that of neceſſity are requiſite 
to the fame.” Of ſuch a church 
(ntilt is the head. 


Te woilk of a paſtor is conſtant- 
ly to attend the ſervice of Chriſt, with 
watching for their ſouls as they that 
muſt give an account to him. 


There are two principal ends for 
\vhich the Goſpel miniſter is ordain'd, 
the one is the winning of ſouls, and 
bringing them into Chriſt, the other 
is the edification and building up o 
tuch as are already brought in, for 
which purpoſes God of his infinite 
mercy make you willing ſervants, 


AN 
ADDRESS to the CLERGY 
OF TH 


CHURCH Of ENGLAND. 


1 muſt nceds be 2 2 matter Of great 
concern to every one that is a well- 
wither to the pure eftablithed 
church, to ive o many of her 

members abſent themſelves from her 
communion; and if it is a matter of 
concern to us who are the laity, how 
much more ought it to be fo to you, 
who are her paſtors, and to whom the 
care of the church is committed! You 
are appointed watchmen to the butt ot 
churchcs, a church whoſe articles arc 
pure, the collects full and expreſſive, and 
the litany ſoundly adapted. How vgric 
vous mutt it then be 5 el well-difpotes 
mind to ſce fo many pcople (cl 128 inll, 
thoſe that have any concern for reli, ion) 
1 A en! 
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t themſelves from the public wor- 
1mip! here muſt cert: inly Le a cauſe 
for this; is it becauſe oy iflike the 
(ii vine ordinances ? No; but ſorry I am 
to ſay it is becauſe the £ Bop is not fully 
preached ; And in zdecd it is thocking 
to hear how you can read over the 
praycrs, which are full of ip! ritual life, 
and VOUr {CCmOons o 115 a dead l ter; 
for ſurcly it is your duty to preach Je- 
ſus Chriſt unto the Pe cople, and to thew 
ſinners their need of an intereſt in him, 
with waiching for their ſouls, as they 
that muſt give an account to him [a]. 
The law is to be preached, but the 
goſpel is to be preach d chiefly and 
mainly, the law acc:dentaily and occa- 
ſionally ; for ſure I am, that if the 
preaching of a crucified redecmer will 
not conſtrain people © to obelience, you 
may preach bare morality to cternity, 
ſor that never wi 11 min th: it, o preach 
morality for ſanctiſication, is like build- 
ing a houte upon the ſand. Did you 
preach agrecavie to the articies of our 
own church, you muſt preach forth re— 
pentance, rcgeneration, and juſtification 
for ſanctification; and if all this was 
donc, there woul 1 be no room for fo 
La] eb. xiii. 17. 
many 


many peo to abhſent eig 7 Mr Tos 
our pure church; Hut, 11 110 this 
good old {rnd Primitive a Arne 
what arc — „ erality OY 07 Sermons 
more than ecke ury morahty, mew⸗- 


ing the tincis of things, ſetting up your 


Own M! Com, winch . A Ines with 
God, and exalting * the diente 


al dignity of ma 

when your princiiy: ral Rt thould be 
to humble him ; for the 
that he is naturally 
looks upon it 2 


Chrinian knows 
Pre tio es and 


— 3 * 1 18 N * 7 
ne 5 ERC 21201 
cCannct bear to hear fo nich of lis own 


abilitics, but prays for Gade grace that 
he may be ponies and as for preach= 
ing moralit) without faith, it will not 
produce {7 ne: tor faith is the 1ounda- 
tion, and faith comes by heuriiig; and 
how ſhall! we hear wWithont 4 preacher ? 
It is plain that yo! r prenchin 8 05 % mo- 

rality W il not make people chriſtiun.; 
for if it did, our churchcs Worth not be 
fo einpty, and Chriſt have died in vain; 
for he comman. s of 13 men en LN 
the X X . 


. ne 01 wiaks them obcy ; 
therefore Chriſt came 


> 
to redeem us from 
all iniquity, and to purity unto himfelf 
a peculiar people, zealous Of food works. 
And ſure Jam nothing will give us fo 


> 
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L- 45: 
great a m atred to fin, as when we can 
ice that it crucified the Lord of Glory; 
and He. 10 in gays S, Pehold, what man- 
« ner f love the Father hath beſtowed 
% upon us, that we ſhould be called the 
« ſons of God [b :“ It is ſhocking in 
theſe days to hear how ignorant pe oplc 
are of this dear Redcemer „and eſpeci- 
ally in the . if we mention the 
name of Chriſt ]cſus, the poor people 
ſeem as if he was nothing to them; and 
if we tell them the necc flity of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs GENE imputed to us, we 
may as well talk to thoſe that never 
card the 9 again there are ſome 
who abſent themſelves from church for 
30 or 40 cars together, yet are never 
reproved by their paſtors ; and is it not 
ſhocking; to think that theſc very people 
will riſe in judgment againſt thoſe to 
whom the care of their ſouls is commit- 
tel? How gricvous it is to hear thoſe 
who have made a proſeſſion of chriſtia- 
nity all their life-time, ignorant of their 
ſalvation, ſtrangers to a crucifhed Re- 
decmer, not knowing the Lord that 
bought them; and this is owing to your 
letter-learned ſermons, and preaching 
the goſpel as a bare hiſtory, telling the 
(b] 1 Johm iii. 1, 
poor 


E 
por p*ople to do this and that; ſo that 
works are preachcd for merit, and not 
as the fruits of a truc and living taith. 

It is high time to lay the axc to the 
root of the tree, and to preach faith and 
repentan ce, regeneration and ſanctifica- 
tion; thew the people what they are by 
nature; preſs home that weighty con- 
cern, Except a man be born again he 
“ cannot enter into the kingdom of 

heaven.“ The doctrine of regene- 

ration has been ſo ſhamefully ncglected, 
that if we talk to lonic >cople, they ſay 
they hope to be born again at the day 
of reſurrection. 

Now is it not to your ſhame that this 
ignorance ſhout be found in a chriſtian 
land? Bat you have preached up mora— 
lity till you have loft it, and pcopl: are 
tired of hearing you, and there is no 
love to win the Fu to Gol in bac mo- 
rality ; but in the pure goſpel there is 
diſplayed a ume of mercy and the 
love of Chriſt conm̃ rains us to Obedience. 
Certainly, if we believe the ſcripture, 
there is no other way to be ſaved but by 
the goſpcl ; for Chriſt himſelf hath de— 

clared, I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life; no man cometh to the Fathc r 

wut by me lc]. 
e John xiv. 6. An! 
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And St. Peter affures us that there is 
0% ſalvation but in Jcfus Chriſt:“ Nei- 
& ther is there ſalvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under 
«© hcaven given among men, whereb 
« we muſt be ſaved [d];“ and further, 
That it is he (Jetus C br iſt) which was 
* ordained of God to be judge of quick 
and dead. © To him give ail the 
« prophets witncis, that through his 
«© name, whoſocver bcheveth in him 
« ſhall receive remiſtion of fins ci]. 
Agrecable to this, St. Paul ſays,“ This 
is a faithſul ſaying, and worthy of 
" all acceptation, that Chriſt Jcfus Cuneo 
into the world to fave finners [f]; 
the ſame apoille alfo tells us, © 1 by t by 
% grace we are ſaved, through faith ; 
„% and that not of ourſclvcs : it is the 
gift of God : C Not of works, leſt 
any man ſhould boaſt [g].“ 

Thus it 1s evident there 15 no room 
for cxalting the dignity of man, by ſet— 
ting up his own wifdom, neither to 

lace his own works for merit: To ſuch 
Chrift ſaid, ** I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and carth, for thou 
* haſt hid thoſe things from the wiſe 

[di] Acts iv. 12. le] Acts x. 42, 43. 
[f ] 1 Tun. i. 75 Tg! Eph. ii. 8. 

and 


C=7.:4 
wiſe and prudcnt, and revealed then 
unto babes; that is, haſt hid the ſimpl- 
goſpel from the worldly wife and ſelſ— 
Tightcous, and revcal'd it to the humble, 
meck, and tcachable diſpoſition. 

When a tinncr is brought under con- 
viction for fin, and finds himſcif con— 
demned by God's juit law, he can enjoy 
no comfort till he embraccs the glad 
tidings of the goſpel; then he hears 
Chritt ſay, Come unto me all ye that 
* labeur, and are hcavy laden, and I 
** will give you reſt.“ The poor ſinncr 
who 1s heavy laden with the weight of 
his fins, and labours night and day ſor 
pardon, is ſenſible that his doing good 
works for the future will not make an 
attonement for what is paſt, becauſe the 
law ſays, pay me thet thou cc]; there- 
fore he can take no comfort, till he, 
through grace, reccives a ſaving faith in 
Chriſt Icſus, and can ice God the Father 
fully reconciled to him through the Son 
of his love. 

I know that this has driven thouſands 
from the church; for when a ſinner be— 
vins to be ſorry for his offences, and cn- 
deavours to ſeek for a pardon, he na- 
turally frequents the church, as the fit- 
it place to learn the means neceſſary 
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E 
fo his ſalvation ; - but what does he, in 
general hear there? The LAW: Poor 
creature! that will give him no com- 
fort, for he is condemned by the law 
already :; from the church he gocs to the 
Methodiſt mcetinz, &c. where he can 
hear of Chriſt Je ſus, who came to ſcek 
and to ſave them that are loſt ; but in- 
deed Chriſt is become ſuch a ftranger 
amongſt us now, that if we mention his 
bleſſed name we are deemed Methodiſts, 
and if we ſpeak of the Holy Spirit we 
are reckoned Enthuſiaſts. We are be- 
come ſuch ſtrangers to the meaning of 
ſanctification, that it is uſed as a ridi- 
cule in vulgar diſcourſe; indeed it is 
plain that we are far gone from our pri- 
mitive religion, for inſtead of being ac- 
counted the moſt charitable church, as 


formerly we were, we are become per- 


ſccutors of the truth. 


Let us now confider what is the doc- 
trine agreeable to the ſcriptures, and 
our own church; and firſt let us fee 
what we arc by nature, in order to 
which we ſhall begin with our own ar- 
tclcs, 


Art, IX. 


9 3 
ARTICLE: IX. 


Of ORr1GINAL or VIRTH Six. 


Riginal fin ſtandeth not in the fol- 
lowing of Adam (as the Pelagians 

do vainly talk) but it is the fault and 
corruption of the nature of every man, 


that naturally is ingendred of the of- 


ſpring of Adam, whereby man is very 
tar gone from original righteoufneſs, 
and is of his own nature inclincd to evil, 
ſo that the fleth Iufteth always contrary 
to the ſpirit; and therefore in every 

erſon born into this world, it deſcrveth 
God's. wrath and damnation. And this 
defection ot nature doth remain, yea, in 
them that are regenerated, whereby the 
luſt of the fleſh, called in Greek, [phro- 
nema ſarcos] which fome do expound 
the wiſdom, ſome ſenſuality, ſome the 
afſection, ſome the defire ot the fleſh, is 
not ſubject to the law of God. And al- 
though there is no condemnation for 
them that believe and arc baptized, yet 
the Apoſtle doth confeſs that concupiſ- 


cence and luſt hath of itſelf the nature 
of fin. 


C ARTICLE 
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Kern . 
Of FrEt-wi1lL. 

HE condition of man after the fall 

of Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot 
turn and prepare himſelf by his own na- 
tural 1 and good works, to faith 
and calling upon God: Wherefore we 
have no power to do good works plea- 
fant and acceptable to God, without the 
grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, 
that we may have a good will, and w ork- 


ing with us when we Shave that good will. 


ARTICLE XI. 
Of the JUSTIFCATION of Man. 


W E are accounted righteous before 
God only for the Merit of our 
Lord and Savi or Jeſus Chriſt by faith, 
and not for our own works or deſerv- 
ings. Wherefore, that we are juſtified 
by faith only, is a moſt wholſome Doc- 
trine, and very full of comfort, as more 
largely is exprefled in the Homily of 
Juſtification. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Of Goop Works. 


Lbcit that Good Works, which 

are the fruits of Faith, and follow 
uter Juſtification, cannot put away our 
fins, 


[08-1] 
fins, and cndure the ſeverity of Go“ 
Judgment ; yet are they pleat! ing and ac- 
ceptable tolGod 1 in Chet iſt, and do ſpr ing. 
out neceſſarily of a true and lively f 1ith, 
inſomuch that by them Faith may be a; 


evidently known, as a tree diſcerned by 
the fruit. 


ARTICLE XIII. 


Of Works before JUSTIFICATION. 

Orks done before the grace of 
Chritt, and the inſpiration of his 

Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſ- 
much as they ſpring not of Faith in Jc- 
ſus Chriſt, neither do they make men 
meet to receive grace, or (as the Schooi- 
Authors ſay) deſervegrace of congruity; 
yea, rather for that they are not done 28 
God hath willed and commanded them 


to be done, we doubt not but th y have 
the nature of ſin. 


AR TICEE- XVII. 


Of obtaining Eternal Salvation on!y by the 
Name of CHRIST. 


HEY ͤ alſo are to be had accurſcl, 
that preſume to ſay, that every 


man ſhall be faved by the Law or Sec 
which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be dili— 
gent to frame his life according to that 


Law, 


— — — 
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82. 1 
Law. and the light of Nature. For holv 
Scripture doth ſet out unto us only the 
Name of Jetus Chrift, whereby men 
mult be ſaved. 


Theſe are the articles of our own 
church, which thew us what we are by 
nature, and how unable we are of our- 
ſclves to perform that which is accept- 
able unto God, and that our ſalvation 
wholly cepends upon Jeſus Chritt ; 
how abſurd then is it for vou to draw] 
over a little dry morality, without ſhew- 
ing us what we are by nature, and 
wherein good works are to be accepted. 
A man by nature may do an action that 
is good for the ſubſtance thereof [h], 
but he cannot do that which is truly 
and {piritually good; “ A corrupt tree 
cannot biing forth good fruit [i].“ 
* Can the Ethiopian change his ikin, 
or the leopard his ſpots, then may ye 
* alſo do good that are accufiomed to 
* do evil {k].” We are not only born 
in ſin, but left in a condition not able to 
help ourſelves. © Behold I was ſhaped 
in inquities, and in fin did my mo- 
ther conceive me.“ | 

Ih] Dan. iv. 27. - li] Mat. vii. 18. [k] Jer. 
XIII. 23. Rom. iii. Prov. xv. 18, & Mi. 27 


We 


WrS 


We are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our righteouſneſs is as filthy r rays ; 
what ſhall 1 ſay more? the undcrftand- 
ing is full of vanity [I]; nay it is full of 
blindneſs [m. The great thing in re— 
ligion is to know the true God, for if 
we know him not, how can we truly 
worthip him ? And this no man knows 
by natural reaſon, for no man cometh to 
the Son except the Father draw him; 
Every man mutt be deeply humbled un- 
der a ſenſe of fin, and ſec his redemption 
in the trinity, before he can know the 
true God. Then we thall worſhip one 
God in trinity, and trinity in unity; 
God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, three perſons as to man's 
redemption, but one Jehova; ſuch as the 
Father is, ſuch is the Son, and ſuch is 
the Holy Ghoſt; ſo that in the trinity 
none 1s aſore or after other, none is great- 
er or leſs than auother. For Chriſt is not 
called the Son as having received his na- 
ture from the Father, for then he would 
have been a creature; but he received 
his name us his diſtinct office in the co— 
venant, for God twarc in a covenant be- 
fore the world began, and Chrift cove- 
nanted to be the Son, becauſe he cove- 

III Pfal. xcliv. 11. Im] 1 Cor. ii. 12. 

nanted 
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L 14 ] 
nanted to become the Son of man in or- 
der to redeem mankind; the Holy Ghoſt 
covenanted to take the name as his di- 
ſtinct office, becauſe he was to apply this 
covenant to the fouls of men for their 
redemption, fo that when the whole elect 
is pcrfeet, then God ſhall be ALL in ALL. 
Let us therefore carneſtly endeavour to 
get into this covenant, and pray to God 
to give us a deep ſenſe of our fin. Let 
US fly from fin as our deadly enemy, and 
reſt upon Chrift alone. In order to 
which, let a man kap up an holy ſear 
of God u upon his heart, and then he 
comes under the promiſe. ©* The ſecret 
*© of the Lord is with them that fear 
„ him: and he will ſhew them his co- 
„ yvcnant [n].“ Break your covenant 
with your old fins and your luſts, or 
elſe God will not enter into covenant 
with you [o]. In this covenant God re- 
yeals to us his mind and will, ſhews him- 
ſelf ready to receive us to grace, by faith 
we look at Jeſus, as having all fullneſs of 
grace in him [p]. He received gifts for 
men, not for himſelf, but for us, that we 


might reccive of him. O the height, the 


length, the breadth and depth of the love 


n] Pſal. xxv- 14. Lo] Mat. vi. 24+ [Lp] John 
xvi. Col. i. 19. 


of 
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of God in Chriit Jeſus! Oh that every 
one would carneſtly ſeck for this redeni- 
ption. Aſk and you ſhall have, ſeck and 
vou ſhall find, knock and it thall be 
opened unto you. It is man's duty to 
believe [q]; the covenant holds forth 
believing as a free gift, prayer ſues it 
out ; Lord, hclp my Unbelief ! It is the 
duty of man to repent and turn to God 
[r); the promiſe holds forth repentance 
as the gift of God [s] ; it is God's pro- 
miſe to give a new heart [t]; prayer 
raiſcs up ſuitable to the promiſe,“ Cre- 
ate in me a clean heart, O God, and 
«© renew A right ſpirit within me [u].” 
It is man's duty to love God [W]; it is 
God's covenant to circumciſe the heart 
to love him [x]. Bchold all you whoſe 
faces are ſet Sion- ward, here is a new 
and living way paved with promiſes; 
belicving is the ready way, the ſcat oi 
habitation of faith is the heart. 

The covenant of grace is full of ſure 
mercies and ſweet promiſes that God 
will give a new heart, a heart to Know 
bim, and that he wil write his law 
within us, put his fear into us, and cauſe 

[ql Mark i. 15- Tr] Acts xvii. 30. [s] Acts 
V 3. 2 Tim. ii. 25. [t] Fzck xxxvi. 26. lu] 
Pf. li. wi] Mat. xxiz {x} Deut- xxx. 6. 
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us to walk in his ſtatutes; the covenant 
of grace is called a teſtament or will, in- 
deed the will of the Father revealed to 
the Son, and by the Son revealed to the 
world, to manifeſt the Father's love un- 
to the ſons and daughters of men : 
and Chrift teſtified to the world that 
what he declared was the mind of God, 
and ſealed it with his blood [y]; ſo that 
the blood that he ſhed is called the blood 
of the covenant, yea of the everlaſting 
covenant[z]. God will have all bleſ- 
fings and happineſs to flow to us through 
and by the covenant of grace, for the 
Praiſe of his own glory, that vain man 
may not boaſt ; and herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and gave himſelf for us; ; now let us 
ſee the difference between the covenant 
of works and a covenant of grace ; the 
firſt was a miniſtration of the letter, a 
naked commondment, This do and thou 
thalt live; the firſt covenant was made 
altogether upon condition on both fides, 
the condition on God's part, They ſhall 
live; the condition on man's part was 
He muſt do this or die; ſo that the law 
is a miniſtration of death, namely, by a 
curſe to them that keep it not ; but the 
[y] Hebrews x. 29. [z] Hebrews xiii. 20. 
co- 
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Covenant of grace is a miniſtration ofti:e 
{pirit, and love and merc y; it thews the 
guilty a righteouſneſs to fatisfy the law, 
and the way to obtain a pardon. True 
it is could we juſtify the law by keeping 
it, the law would juſtify us in and by 
that obedience to it ; but now the law 
is become weak and unable to juſtify 
any man, though powerful and ſtrong 
enough to condemn cvery man. In the 
covenant of works a man is left to ſtand 
in his own ſtrength, but in a covenant 
of grace we are kept by one that is 
mighty thro” faith unto ſalvation; in the 
covenant of works, God's higheſt end is 
the glorifying of his juſtice, and the co- 
venant of grace is to glorify his grace, 
becauſe the Lord the mighty God is 
Zlorified thereby - and altho' the cove- 
nant of grace is free, and we are juſtified 
thereby, yet we are to walk honeſtly 
and without blame before him in love ; ; 
tor it is the end of our redemption ; 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as ſilver and gold, from your vain 
converſation, but withthe precious blood 
of Chriſt [a]. He dicd for us that they 
which live ſhould not live unto themſelves 
but unto him which died for them (. 
a] 1 Pet, i. 18. Ib] 2 Cor. v. 1g. 
D | But 
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But I need not ſay much upon this 
head, for where the love of God is eſta- 
blithed in the heart, there will be a de- 
light in keeping his commandments ; 
juſtification and ſanctification are two 
inſeparable wang rape ig one doth 
dwell the other doth lodge; and as elec- 
tion is the work of the father [c], re- 
demption of the ſon [di, fo ſanctification 
is of the Holy Ghoſt [e]; and ſurely it 
greatly expoſes our ignorance to ſay, 
that the doctrine of juſtincationby Chriſt 
Jeſus gives room to a licentious life ; for 
he that is truly juſtified doth as earneftly 
defire ſancti fication and holineſs, as he 
doth heaven and happineſs. A man may 
be ſaid to keep his Juſtification and ſanc- 
tification together, when he truſts his 
ſoul in the hands of Chriſt for ſalvation, 
and makes it his bufineſs to die to the 
world, and live to the honour of Chriſt 
in the world; becauſe thereby we ſtop 
the mouths of wicked men. For ſo is the 
will of God, that by well-doing ye may 
put to ſilence the ignorance of foolith 
men [f J. The ſoul that hath Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs imputed to him, leans up- 
on Chriſt as his beloved, and receives 

[c] Eph. i. 3. 4 [Id] 1 Johu ii. x, 2. le] 1 
Cor. vi. 11. [f 11 Pet. ii. 15. 
from 


[ 19 ] 

from his fullneſs grace for grace ; and, 
when any temptation beſets him, he 
looks with an cye of faith to mount Cal- 
vary, and beholds a crucified redeemer, 
and will not pierce him afreſh. I, for 
my own part, was many years truſting 
in my own ſtrength, and had a zeal for 
God, but was not able to perform that 
which was my duty, becauſe I truſted 
in a vain confidence of natural righte- 
ouſneſs, and this was it which kept off 
many of the Phariſees ; they truſted to 
their own righteouſneſs, being ignorant 
of God's righteouſneſs, and going about 
to eſtabliſh their own, would not ſubmit 
to the righteouſneſs of God gi. Surcly 
by what has been ſaid, it plainly appears 
that a chriſtian's happineſs depends not 
upon his own doings, but onChrift who 
is of God made unto us righteouſneſs, 
ſanctification, &c. who hath ſaved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according 
to his own purpoſe and grace [h]). 

Therefore our Lord jeſusChriſt is the 
ground and foundation of the ſpiritual 


building; there is no ſalvation to be 
hoped for only in and through him, and 


[g] Rom. x. 3. [h] 1 Cor- i. 30. 2 Tim. i. 
9 Heb. xili. 8. i 
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this Jeſus Chriſt alone have the apoſtles 


and diſciples preached, whoſe followers 
you minifters ſhould be. Hence Paul 


deſpiſed and would not have that righte- 


ouſneſs which he had by the law [i], and 
did together with all the apoſtles account 
Chriſt alone for his ſure foundation, 
* According to the grace of God which 
* 15 given unto me, I have laid the foun- 
& dation, &c, Other foundation can no 
„ man Hy than that is laid, which is 
Jeſus Chriſt.” But if the preachers 
leave off to ſhew forth the grace of God 
in Chriſt, then will their people become 


more and more wicked and unbelieving, 


and at laſt be as without God in the 
world ; as it was with the heathen, who 
alſo hear d and ſpoke a great deal con- 
cerning one natural God, but under- 
food nothing of their gracious Father 
in heaven; Wherefore the God th 

knew they did not honour him as God, 
until Chriſt was made known to and be- 
lieved on by them; as appears by the 
cpiſtle of St. Paul to the Epheſians, Ye 
were, ſays he, at that time withoutChriſt 
then had ye no hope, and were without 
God in the world. But now in Chriſt 
Jeſus, ye, who ſome time were far off, 

Li] Phil, chap. iii. 


are 
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are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt KJ. 
Here you ſce that the preaching Chriſt 
Jeſus was the converſion of heathens, 
and the cauſe of their obedience; what 
a deluſion then muſt we be under, to 
think that the law will Kcep people in 
awc? it is plain it will not, by the many 
thocking inftances we ſee and hear of 
many dreadful murders lately commit- 
ted, notwithſtanding the threatened ven- 
geance of God, and the ſpeedy execu- 
tion of the laws of the nation ; but ſure 
I am nothing, will keep us in an hour of 
temptation but God's grace, and no mo- 
tives conftrain us lie the love of Godin 
Chriſt jeſus; for the chriſtian ſees that 
the cauſe of his ſalvation is God's love, 
the way is Jeſus Chriſt, the guide is the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Scriptures are the rule 
for our foot-ſteps. faith is the evidence, 
hope is the anchor of the ſoul, baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper are the ſcals. 
God's love to ſinners was the cauſe of his 
ſending his Son to die for them [I]; 
Chriſt | dying for our fins, and rifing a- 
gain for our juſtification, i is the cauſe of 
the goſpel being preached to ſinners Im]. 
the goſpel being preached to finners is 


(K] Eph. ii. 17 John iii. 15. Rom. v. 6, 8 
1 Pet. iii. 18. Tit. iii. 4, 5 [m] Mat. xxvili- 
18, 19. Mark xvi. 15, 10. 
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the cauſe of their belicving In]; man's 
belicving is the cauſe of his juſtificati- 
on ſo]; our knowing ourſelves to be 
juſtified from our fins by faith in the 
blood of Chriſt, is the cauſe of our love 
to Chriſt [p] ; our love to Chriſt is the 
cauſe of our obeying Chriſt[q]; if ye 
love me, keep my commandments. 

Now it is plain that our acceptable 
ſervice to God proceeds from our love 
to God, and if this love be ſhed abroad 
in the heart, who thall ſeparate us from 
the love of God in Chrift Jeſus” Shall 
tribulation, or diſtreſs, or pert ution, 
or famine, or nakedneſs, or pen, or 
ſword ? No, in all theſe things we are 
more than conquerors, thro' him that 
loved us; and this is experimental reli- 
gion, tho' by ſome called enthuſiaſm, 
but I call it the fundamental doctrine of 
the chriſtian religion, and thoſe that will 
deny that man cannot have this ſaving 
knowledge, deny ſcripture authority, 
expoſe their blindneſs, and make it ap- 
pear that they are ignorant of the pow- 
er of thc goſpel. No man can compre- 
hend this ſaving knowledge but he that 
experiences it; and now let us ſee how 


In] Rom. x. 14, 15, 16. Eph. i. 13. Acts xiii 
48. [o] Acts xiii, 38, 39. Rom. iii. 26, 28. [pl 
John iv. 10, 19. [q] 1 John v. 3. 

abſurd 
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abſurd it is, to count this knowledge en- 
thuſiaſm. A man was ina foreign coun- 
try, and had no one to preach this doc- 
trine to him, was in the prime of life, 
and gave himſelf no concern about re- 
ligion, and kept company with thoſe of 
the ſame claſs ; but it pleaſed God, with- 
out making any man an inſtrument, to 
bring him under conviction of ſin; he 
ſaw that he had broke God's holy law, 
which demanded a perfect obedience; 
for the law ſays, Curſed is every one 
that continucth not in all things to do 
them ; he was under great conflicts of 
conſcience night and day, began then to 
think of religion, but found no ſolid 
comfort thercin, till thro' grace he was 
able to look with an cye ot faith unto a 
crucified redeemer ; then could he ſee 
that God was reconciled to him thro' his 
well-bcloved ſon, he having the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to him for ju- 
ſtification; this cauſed him to love God 
and praiſe redeeming love; this cauſed 
that ſame Jeſus that was crucified upon 
mount Calvary, whom he thought no- 
thing of before, to become precious to 
his ſoul, this changed his heart, and 
cauſed him to hate what before was near 
and dear to bim; in à word this __— 
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him to hate ſin, and delight in the ways 
of the Lord; this gave him that peace 

which the world cannot give, and cauſcd 
him not to fear death, tho' greatly ex- 
poſed to it, but made him long to be 
diſſolved and to be with Chriſt. And 
ſhall this be called enthufiaſm ? can any 
one deny this to be a work of God? 
can any one change his own heart? Ix 
not this a work of; grace ? Have we not 
the ſcriptur e-promiſes for this? And as 
for promiſes from the fear of death, did 
not Chriſt himſelf come to deliver them 
who thro' fear of death were all their life 
ſubje& to bondage, aud St. John favs 
chapter v. 13. * Theſe things have” 1 
«*« written unto you, that ye may know 
* that ye have eternal life.” And in- 
deed I might produce a thouſand paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture to ſupport us in our 
confidence towards God, and that wc 
have a ſenſible communion with him; 
and here let me refer you to the opi- 
nion of that worthy ſervant of Chriit. 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in his 
nine ſermons, p. 132. The peace of 
God is that ſenſe of being in friend- 
*© ſhip with him, that ſenſe of comfort 
* and joy flowing from him, which 
paſſeth all — exceeds 


© the 


L 25 |} 

the conceptions of thoſe who have 
not experienced it, and will exceed 
** hereafter the preſent conceptions of 
** thole who have.” St. John fays, 
Whatlocver is born of God overcométh 
the world; and this is the victory 
that over-cometh the world, even our 
taith (r). 

While a man lives in a ſtate of wilful 


grievous fin he hath reaſon to fear and 


tremble, but he that loves and ſerves the 
Lord hath no cauſe to doubt ; doubt- 
ing makes the countenance ſad, and the 
hands to hang down, and the knees fec- 
Dle. O thou of little faith, whercfore 
didit thou doubt (%? Neither be ye 
of doubtful minds; if the ſpirit of him 
that raiſed Jeſus from the dead dwell in 
ye, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
dead thall alſo quicken your mortal bo- 
dies by his ſpirit that dwelleth inyou (t). 
Here we have God's promiſe, his word, 
and command, that we ſhould not 
doubt, but rather rejoice in our fal- 
vation, giving thanks to God continual- 
ly. The godly man whole corrupt na- 
ture is renewed by grace in Chriſt, and 
ecome a new creature, is bLlefted in 2 
(r) 1 Jobn v. 4. (s) Act. xiv. 31. 

t) J. le xii. 29. 
D three- 
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three-fold reſpect; firſt, in this life ; 
ſecondly, in death ; thirdly, after death. 

Firſt, in this life, becauſe he is con- 
ceived of the ſpirit, born not of blood, 
nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God ; ſo that the 
image of God his Father is renewed in 
him every day more and more (u), and 
he is able to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices 
to God by Chriſt Jcſus; and God 
the Father graciouſly accepts his endea- 
vours, notwithſtanding the imperfec- 
tions of his obedience, and prefers the 
willingneſs of his mind before the wor- 
thineſs of his works. 'Thus he ſanc- 
tifies him by degrees, ſo that he has the 
aſſurance of God's fatherly care and 
protection day and night ; he is always 
ſenfible of his infirmities, and leans u 
on Jeſus Chriſt as his beloved, and when 
God ſends death, the meſſenger to call 
him, he ſweetly reſigns to the welcome 
meſſage, and enters into that bleſſed 
ret which Chriſt has prepared for him. 

Now all this is begun, carried on, and 
ended in us only in and by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and this you cannot deny if you are 
members of our pure eſtabliſhed church. 


(u) John iii. 5. Gal. iv. 16. Jobn i. 1 3. 
Gal. xi. 6, 7. 2 Cor. iv. 8. Epb. iv. 2: 
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How abſurd then is it for you to preach 
ſo much about morality, and ſo thame- 
fully neglect the goſpel, which is the 
foundation for morality! Indeed the 
people are become 1uch ſtrangers to the 
doctrine of regeneration and juſtifica- 
tion, that it is now become a mere ridi- 
cule ; and was it not for ſome few wor- 
thy miniſters that are ftill left among 
as, it is greatly to be feared that in time 
we ſhould run into downright Arianiſm. 
Nay it is accounted enthufiaſm at this 
very time for a perſon to ſay he has the 
ſpirit of God, even by many of the cler- 
gy ; but how contrary is this to what 
we profeſs! Do we not pray for the 
ſpirit, and acknowledge that we have 
got it, by praying to God that he would 
not take it from us, in the communion- 
office of our own church ? For inſtance 
firſt in the Abſolution Prayer we ſay as 
follows : 


Lmighty God, the Father of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who defireth 
not the death of a finner, but rather 
that he may turn from his wickedneſs 
and live; and hath given power and 
commandment to his Miniſters to de- 
clare and pronounce to his people, be- 


* ow 
1: — 
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ing penitent, the abſolution and re— 
miihion of their fins: He pardon«th and 
abſolveth all them that truly repent, 
and unſcignedly belicve his Holy Goſ- 
pel. Wherefore let us befeech him to 
grant us true repemance, and his Holy 
Spirit, &c. 


Sccondly, In the collect before the Ten 
Commandments. 


ATE? God, unto whom al! 
hearts be open, all detircs known, 
and from whom no ſecrets are hid; 
Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit. &c. 


Thirdly, In the collect for St. Stephen's 
| PR 
day. 


RANT, O Lord, that in all our 
futterings here upon earth, for the 
teſtimony of thy truth, we may ſtedfaſt- 
ly look up to heaven, and by faith be- 
hold the glory that ſhall be revealed; 
and being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
QC. | 

And fourthly, we acknowledge to 
have the Spirit, by praying it may not 
be taken from us; 


O God, 


[ 29 ] 
O God, make clean our hearts with- 
in us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from 
us. 


Many more paſſages might be pro- 
duced, but for this there is no occafion, 
for St. Paul ſays, Whoſocver hath not 
the Spirit of Chriſt is none of his; and 
many more texts there are to confirm 
this truth, and cxpoſc the blindneſs of 
thoſe that deny it. 

But I will leave theſe things to your 
confidcration, and as you arc the mini- 
ters of ſo pure and cvangelic a church, 
let me beſec oh you to ve more diligent 
in preaching the gate, an; F thiw tome 
few of our churches all not be ſo much 
thronged, while th. others are almoſt 
empty. Beſides, thi; will be a means 
of keeping thouſa-.as ont ftriying 
from the church to Method mect- 
ings, &c. P, preacimy the gotpel you 
will diſcharge your duty : and win ſouls 
to Jets Chriſt, and then you will find 
there Will be no eccation for making 
ſo much noiſe bout morality, for the 
love of Chriit will confttrain us to obe- 
dicnce, while, on the Contrary, world- 
ly wiſdom will eicher make us humble, 

| nor 
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nor cauſe our converſion ; this plainly 
appears by St. Paul's epifile to the Co- 
rinthians, to whom the apoſtle, after ſa- 
lutation and thankſgiving, with an ex- 
Hortation to unity, and reproving their 
diſſenſions, addreſſes himſelf in theſe 
words; (y) 

Verſe 18. For the preaching of the 
croſs is to them that periſh, ſooliſhneſs: 
but unto us which are ſaved, it is the 
power of God. 

19. For it is written, I will deſtro 
the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring 
to nothing the underſtanding of the 
prudent. 

20 Where is the wiſe ? Where is the 
ſcribe? Where is the diſputer of the 
world? Hath not God made fooliſh the 
wiſdom of this world ? 

21 For after that, in the wiſdom of 
God, the world by wiſdom knew not 
God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs 
of preaching to fave them that believe. 

22 For the Jews require a ſign, and 
the Greeks ſeck after wiſdom : 

23 But we preach Chriſt crucified, 
unto the Jews a ftumbling-block, and 
unto the Greeks, fooliſhneſs ; 

24 But unto them which are called 


(y) 1Cor. i. ver. 18, 24. 
0 both 
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both Jews and Grecks, Chriſt the powe: 
of God, and the wiſdom of God. 


Now this is the doctrine preached by 
the Methodiſts, and certainly it is the 
doctrine of our pure reformed church; 
but its having been lately ſo ſhamefully 
neglected, is the very reaſon why ſo 
many people abſent themſelves from 
the communion of our church to fol- 
low the Methodiſts; not becauſe they 
preach a new doctrine, as ſome are in- 
clined to believe, but becauſe the 
preach Chriſt Jeſus and him crucified ; 
* And this is life eternal, that the 
might know thee the only true God, 
„and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 


« ſent.” (John xvii. 3.) Where there 


is love to God, and true faith in Chriſt, 
it creates in the ſoul an earneſt deſire to 
hear of Chriſt; and our dear redeemer 
ſays, in the 10th chapter of St. John's 
goſpel, ©* I am the good ſhepherd, my 
*« theep hear my voice, and follow me.“ 
Sa that as ſoon as people begin to be in 
carneſt about their eternal ſalvation, 
you loſe them; © For where the car- 
*© caſe is, there will the eagles be ga- 


„ thered together ;”” where Chriſt is 


preached, there will the people go. 
I know 


* — 
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I know many inftances of this by 
ſome particular people who were the 
moſt conſtant communicants in our 
church, who have now abſented them- 
ſelves from it, and follow the Method- 
iſts; and though I do not pretend to 
juſtify all the people that follow them 
as being free from errors, yet I believe 
them to be, in general, a zealous peo- 
ple, having the power of godlineſs, and 
not the form only, loving the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt in fincerity ; it is true they 
are looked upon by the world as the 
off- ſcouring of the earth, but herein 
the world does them much honour ; for 
Chriſt ſays, © Woe unto you when the 
* world ſpeaks well of you; for you 
„ ſhall be hated of all men for my 
«© name's ſake.” (Mat, x. 22.) Who- 
«« ſoever cometh after me, let him take 
* up his croſs, and follow me.” (John 
x. 38.) Again he ſays, © If ye are my 
+ diſciples, ye thall ſuffer perſecution.“ 
And he ſays unto us, © Rejoice, and 
be excecding glad, for great is your 
* reward in heaven.” Now I don't 
ſuppoſe that we are to ſeck for perſecu- 
tion, but if perſecution follow us be- 
cauſe we profeſs Chriſt and him cruci- 
fied, then we are to accept it, and be 
| ex- 
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exceeding glad that we are thought 
worthy to ſuffer for his name's ſake. 
For hc ſays, Whoſocver therefore 
** ſhaill be aſhamed of me, and of mv 
„% words, in this aduitcrous and finfv! 
generation, of him alto thall the Son 
of man be aſhamed when he cometh 
in the glory ot his Father, with the 
holy angels.“ (Mark viii. 48.) 

This ought to be a ſtriking precau— 
nion to us not to perſecute any that 
profeſs Chriſt and him cruciticd ; the 
apoſtle Paul ſays, I am determined to 
* know nothing elfe, fave Chritt and 
« him crucified.” (1 Cor. ii. 2.) In an- 
other place he ſays, © Therefore, bo 
the preaching Chriſt ſhall the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God 
„be diſplayed in the face of Jeſus 
„ Chriſt.” Again he ſays. In him 
are all the promiles of God, vea and 
% amen; (2 Cor. i. 20.) * What 


© ſhall I fay more? He that was th- 
4 Yon of God became the Son of man. 
vc 


that we who were the ſons of men. 
might become the lons of God; he 
* was made lin for us, that knew no 
** ſin, that we might be mac. the righ- 
bs teouſneſs of God in him,” (2 Cor. v 

21.) And was there ever any love like 
* this 
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this? O let us not give Chrift a ſreſh 
cauſe to bleed! © Is it nothing to ye, 
all ve that paſs by * Behold and {ce 
if cver any man's ſorrow was like 
** unto my {orrow, wherewith the Lord 
0 atflicted me in the day of his fierce 


_ - 


O conſider this, all ye that are em- 
Laſſadors for Chriſt Jetus, Shew forth 
this love to the people, that they may 
not be ignorant of their ſalvation, and 


that you may be free from the blood of 


all men. O let it not be ſaid of us, as it 
was of the church of Epheſus, Never- 
«+ thclcts, I have e againſt thee, 
„ becauſe thou haft left thy firſt love. 
1 Kaen therefore, from whence 
* thou art fallen, and repcnt, and do 
5. thy rt works; or elſe I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candleſtick out of his place, ex- 
cept thou repent.” (Rev. ii. 4.) 


And indeed it doth plainly appear 
tat we have in a great degree, leſt our 
Urſt love, Chrift is not only neglected 
in the pulpit, brat even in family devo- 
tion; and how thainectully are the ap- 
pointed feſtivals obfcrved ! tor inflead of 

being 
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being kept as times of prayer and thankſ- 
giving, they are regarded as times of 
drunkenneſs and diverſion, nor 1s there 
more regard ſhewn to GOOD FRIDAY 
than to king Charles's Martyrdom. 
Well may we be lead captive by ſin, 
when a crucihed Redecmer is ſo little 
thouught of. 


May God of his infinite mercy, 


She our forgetful feet the way 
That leads to joys on high, 
Where knowledge grows without de- 
cay, 
And love thall never die, 


A LAY MAN of the 


Church of England. 
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